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E liam Rogers : 


Et H | Relating to the 


Abuſe-and Injazadone to the memory of his worthy Fa- 
- ther-JſaacWiington, in miſrepreſenting and perver- 
ting ſome of his Wyitirigs, in his Boek entituled, The 
Chziſtian x 5 a wage from the Upoſtate” any 
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Cewhit: to 0 manifeſt his Mother "Brgy Povtugten's not 
ſhunring Sutferingstor Truth,.&c. occafioned by . 
W. R's. "*ggetting © the Contrary. 
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© Fvilmen and Seaucers ſhall wax worſe and worſe. deceiving and be- 
ing deceived”. but continue thog in the things which thou haſt learned, 
and hajt been aſſured & knowing of nw row ba#t learned, 2 Tim. 
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"< Hat men that profeſs Religion, ( yea, which is 
moregrols, the Truth it (elf) {hould'imploy their 
Skill, Wit and utmoſt Endeavours to {mite and 
© vilifie {&h as were and are honourable therein, 
and that not tlgough Ignorance, but wiltully and deſigned- 
ly, is truly (ad to conſider. An inſtance whereof I ſhall here 
give, Jn this my Complaint againſt William Rogers ; wherein 
I wiſh I could charge him with only raſhneſs and indiſcreti- 
on, and not with premeditated and palpable falſhood, of 
which he is notoriouſly guilty. This let not the Reader take 
upon my bare word only, ( as I doubt, from his ſeeming 
fairneſs too many have his) but read his Book, and obſerve 
the drift thereof , then he: will ſee whether I had not juſt 
cauſe thus to reflect on him; and by comparing my Father's 
Book with his quotations, be able to judge, whether it did 
not behove me to vindicate, whom he had thus traduced, 
and lay the load at his own door. But that I may not di- 
vert him too long. from the proof, I haſten to make goad 
my Charge. + - _ RE | 
William Rogers, in part 3. pag. 88. @ his Book, (falſly 
' ſtiled, the Chriſtian Quaker, &c.) laith, THe think it neceſ- s 
ſary to cite a Teſtimony publiſhed in Print by Iſaac Penington. . 
the younger, in the year 1650. being part of a Diſcourſe enti- 
##led, The Aithozity and Government which Cheſt exclite 
ded out of his Chireh, &c. as #* lies all together, word fir 
word, and not taken by parts oy pieces here and re. | 
| 2 a 
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Complaint, &c.. 
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here I charge him with@dowrright falſhopd,-andimpious - 
bo phopaiiedtion whowith x Judes-kiſs (1:mean #Thew of can- 
dour and integrity, 'with which he would :prepoffels-and 
beguile his upwary 'and credulous Reader) lbpurs tobe. 
tray the Truth and its fincere Profeſſors mmto the handsof the 
wicked and ungodly : For notwithſtanding-he fo ſolemnly 
profeſſes to give the Teſtimony, not by parts and pieces, but as 
# lay altogether; and calls it, The Teſffmony of the ſat 
Iſaac Perknfron, as If it were the whoſe: yet inſtead of 
, . keeping touch herein, he hath Teapt over ſome deavesatthe 
| beginning, explanatory ofthe reſt, and 1 out an intire ſen- 
tence at the cloſe, which he knew would nes ſerve his turn. 
but if fairly and impartially ſet dawn; would have both ren- 
_ dred his work inſignificant, and deteQed'the falſeneſs of his 
dealing, as it couldnot but have manifeſted to every conſt- 
derate Reader, That I. R's. deduQion was not genuine 
but forc'd, ' whictyT cannot believe him unſtnſible of, and 
therefore with deſign to have done' it. For he could not 
but (ce, that what was there laid down did infer a neceſlity 
of Charch-Government ;-a thing, he would infinuate; neither 
my Fathernor Friends in the beginning owned or allowed. 
And to make this good, indeed there wasno ſurer way than 
to Jet fa]l what ſpake to the contrary; which courſe F. R. 
hat] taken, and begins his quotation with the latter part of 
an Ayſwer to a Queſtion, which he was ſounworthyy as well 
as untrue to his ward, as never to tranſcribe, - nor the firſt 
Part of the Anſ' other Theſe baſe uinder-hand glealings 
are fo far from becoming a pretended Friend, that they are ' 
notlike a+ feir Adverſary: and ſo unſuitable to a Chriftian 
© Quaker, that they woulfl becauſe of ſhame to a moral: Hea- 
then. EN en FEY FE RE 
The Queſtion propounded by my Father, -was (as ma 
., beſeen part 1. p. 2389. of his own — _ 4 
x ve g b - . | Queſt. 
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* the Diſciples: Of +. or int y - bj f.. Cbriſt 2 - T1 every - - 3 
* owe to. do-wbat fie-will, to be ſl jel wh ef owe: rr and | 


(Inge lone,” to the Inventions of je own corrupt: heart 2 
| wfnfed-Building will this be 2 Sure this will not long 
pi Airbag, + th but. ſoon: become a Babylon, even an heap of 
* diſorder and confuſion. - 
. Tg which my. Father replied as followeth: 
- Anſw: *There is to be no ſuch kind of greatneſs, no ſuch 
:3 kind of Authority; yet there is both a Greatneſs and Au- 
© thurity ſuitable to the ſtate of Diſciples, ſuitable to that 
* kind of Kingdom whereof they are. There are Laws, 
* there are Governments, there are Governours, there is Ru- 
_ © ling, and there ig Subjetion 3 3 butall inthe Spirit, all (i- 
* table to that which is tobe governed ; butno government 
* of; or according to the Fleſh. As Chriſt's Kingdom is not of 
s this world, ſo the government of his Church and People is . ! 
* not according to this world ; but as that which gathers is -- 
* his Spirit, and that which is gathered i is ſpiritual ; ſo that 
* which is governed is the'Spirits of his. People, and they 
*are to be governed by tys Spirit,. and ſpiritually, and not 
© after a fle(hly manner, 
«Thus Chriſt himſelf, though he miniſtred to his Diſci- 
. *ples, yet he was alſo- their Lord and Maſter; and in the 
« Spirit and Life of the Father ruled over them and thus the 
© Apoſtles and other Miniſters of @hriſt had likewiſe in the 
* Spirit, the care of the Churches, and Authority in the Lord, 
$ * by his Spirit, to govern the Spirits of his People ; not to 
< governafter a fleſhly.manner,oby their own. wills 3, not to 
©preſcribe them in a lordly way, either what they ſhould 
* believe or practice, but 1n the Light, and in the Power. of 
« the Spirit, to-make their way into every ones Conſcience 
*inthe ſight of God, miniſtring to every one in the Spirit . 
| $ according tg their capacity and growth, and waiting pa-- 2 
ye, OF b 
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cinthe Life, ep one: Feb age a "XA the $ pen 
© himſelf, is thereby taught to own and fubje& to a: 

: « meaſare of the fame Spirit in another, + He that" bath > 
meaſure of the Spirit. of God, he is not of God, hgis none 
© of Chriſt's :- and he that hath received a meaſure of the 
«Spirit, in the ſame Spirit feels anothers meaſure, .and ow- 
*neth it in its place and ſervice, and knoweth its moving, 
* and cannot quench it, but giveth way to it with joy and 
« delight. When the Spirit moves 1n any one to ſpeak, the 
© ame Spirit moves ia the other to be ſubject and give way : 

. *and ſo. every one keeping to his own meaſure in theSpirit, 

© here can be no diſorder,but true ſubjeQtion of every Spirit: 

* and where this.is wanting, it cannot be ſupplied by any 
© outward ruſe or order ſet upin the Church by common 
* conſent; for that is fleſhly,and lets in the Fleſh,and deſtreys 
*the true Order, Rule and Subjection? [Ths far my Father, ] 
-.,iAll this . R. never ſo much 'as mentions, which was 
the eccaſion-of all that he quotes, and to which it was re- 
lative : but what follows, more immediately relating to the 
Government and Authority Chritlt excluded rather than to 


-- What he allowed, wefind him cite at large, till the ſubje& 


pinch'#him anew.again,Syhich was a few words conclulive 
of the whole, and that wound up his ſenſe, which it ſeems 
IF. R: was not pleaſed to give us: And had he not had the 
conlidence to lay, That hewhad not taken it by parts and pie- 
ces; but All together, I ſhould have the leſs wondered : But 
> thata man pretending to Truth ſhould thus prevaricate in 
- the facc* of- the world, F cannot ſufficiently admire. Yet, 


{, - Whither will not men run to propagate an Intereſt, or defend 


| 2 blaſted Cauſe! O that they would conſider is.! O that they 
would layitto heart! - of That 


-Cloſe, were theſe words 
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he cannot be content to be thus principled. himſelf, but 
would makeit appear as my Father'sſence too, though theſe 
his words (with many more omitted by him) are of a colt- 
trary tendency, *which he durſt not (for all his ſhew ofcan- 
dour, and promiſe to take altogether as it lies) truſt his Rea- 4 
der with, leſt his untfue_imferences ſhould be too con- 
{picuous. x” = 
Thus much of his quotations, which being firſt compared 
with the Book, are now atteſted by Penjamin Clark, 


Now I dare appeal to any unbyaſſed judicious Reader;z, © 
whether FF. X. hath not dealt fallacioufly, deceitfully-and- 
ſurrepriouſ]y, as well as unrighteouſly, thus to. inſiſt as if - 
he .had been ſo fair and conſcientious 1n_ his quotations, 
when he hath been fo epregiouſ]y.the contrary. And ſince - 
his ſcope and defignin printing that part of my Father's Te- 

; | ſimony, 


- 


rs x6 - 6 £Y 
—- I oe 7 ARA þ © 
x ; ». -,M 2 4 B - 3% 
- = 7 
-"Lar k #$ F. 
- _— : « > £4 - 
S £5 - oh "2 Me S-- 
x Za 4 SV, FF pb 
E ; . 


4 int 
*% Gs 
YUrth ; 
ww 


N 


> S- 
i b 
fl 


% 
4:2 
Me CY 


ority | > meatnng,; as "was 
36.) yet "there is both a 


Bp tera Wngs” ae | 
Js - > peas. ereby taught ts my aud ſubjel# to a greater 


- be had, that nothing govern inthe Clnrch of Chriſt, but the Sp 
| | hingelſe exbort, no- 
thing elſe admoniſh and reprove, nothing oſs ent off and cat 
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na, 
#he Spirit which he_ bath 7 
the Spirit in hin that teacheth end governeth; and ſo to ſubject 
not toman,. but 10 the Lord, to receive from the Lord, to obey 
the Lord — Whence I, &R. might have eaſily obſerved, 
that my Father, though he placed the Government of the 
Church in the Spirit of Chriſt only,as the Principal and Effi- - 
cient, yet he acknowledgeth, the Adminiſtration of thatGo- _ 
verfiment is committed both to Minifters and Members as - : 
Inſtuments. *But for a more full and additional ſatisfaQion to 
any that may deſire further informationin this matter,] refer 
theReader to a Book entitaled, Sowewhat relating to Church- 
Government, whereix the Neceſſity, Uſefulneſs and * 5... .16aar 
bleſſed Effe#s of the true C hurch-Government is 2. page 400. 
here and there hinted at; &c. publiſhed fince his & > vos. | 
death, but written by himſelf, in anſwer to ſome Apoſtates 
any Jnnovatozs, who probably may account themſelves 
Quakers as well as }/. R. WE 
Indeed I am furprized, not expeCting ſuch kind of dealing; 


fe? 'received,- to. feel the goings forth of 


| nor could have thought his heart had been ſo hardned as 


not to value the juſineſs of a cauſe, ſo he cou}d but promote 
his tottering Fabrick. Will he proſtitute. Soul, Reputation 
and all, in a ſtiffneſs againſt the Lord and his People ! The 
Lord. keep me in a tender ſenſe off and regard to them, and 
that living Teſtimony they are entruſted withal, that T may not, 


through prejudice, fight againſt any thing that is of him,either in 


my,own particular, or through his Servants, whom he is bleſſung 
and honouring in his Work, having ſeen the ill effects of it in © 
this perſon, who doubtleſs, had be been told formerly, he ſhould 
thus have appeared againſt the Truth, and them that arein it, }_. 
would have been ready enough to have ſaid with Hazael of old, 
Is thy Servant a Dog, that he ſhould do this thing ? * 
I could alfo obſerve, thatin this his work of darkneſs and 
traducing my Father, he uſeth _ wotd | We] and LOur] 
| 4 
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As for Thomas Criſp, who hath put fotth, a Book-ealle 
| The Teftimony of f{aac Penington,&c. he confeſſed to ine; 
* . inthe preſence of Zhilip Ford, That he had” never read or 
 ſeenthat Book of my Fathers, but only gathered it out'of 
William Rogers's Book. Now whether this be fair and equal: 
to'take thiflgs thus upon truſt, without once (Boerean-like ) 
' ſearching his writings, to ſee whether the things were ſo orno; 
" and then toadd wide inferences of his own, as of a liberty 
in paying Tythes, as a Civil Right, &c. far from my Father's 
ſence and conſtant practice; And laſtly, to publiſh them from 
the ſole Authority of a profeſſed Adverſary, who had already 
mangled the Book, and took things piece-meal, be not very 
injurions, and unbecoming a man, muck more: a Chriſtian, 
and which many Txrks; Jews and Infidels would have ſcor- 
ned, let the impartial confider. But what can be expeted of 
men that are departed from the juſt Principle in themſelves, 
and are daily doing deſpite to the Spirit of Grace? Thdeed 
the very Title is fallacious, to call it The Teſtimony of [ſaac 
Penington, and is an impoſing upon his Reader ; whereas 
at beſt it is but Part of his Teſtimony, and that Part ſo 
- craftily managed, as to ſpeak his ſence but in Part. - -* | 
By this . A. allo may ſee whatSpirit his Book gratifies, - 
even a looſe, libertine Spuit, without Yoke, that would run 
back again to Zgyps, and weaken the hands of the faithful 
Sufferers, even to death, for that oppreſſion of Tythes, which 
Friends, in the beginning, and to this day, aſſert to be 4 
denyin Chriſt come in the Fleſh; which I believe J/. R. 
himſe3t will not ſeem to gainſay. But this man ranks it and 
the uſe of plain Language (which is.the only true Language; 
. the other being a Lie) amongſt Friends Orders and Trad;- 
tions 3" Which ( Gays he) T fear you take more care for the 
| M : | firi 
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Things had-not. been. delivered from' the” Spirit of Truth, 
_ through Taltruments it made choice of at the firſt breaking 


forth 


forth of; Truth,” but were taken up and held by Tradition 
only, as the beggarly rudiments of the world are 5 and 
therefore queries, fone cannot do fo, muſt he'therefore judge 
his Brother ? adding; That may be required of one, which may 
not be required of another. (ſee p. 14 of his Pamphlet ) Will 
W. R. ſtand by him herein? Will he thus encourage Tythe- 
Payers 2 Will he open this gap tor Libertiniſm? Will he 
thus'oppoſe theTruth to theTruth,making it to require one 
thing of one, and the contrary of another? to. call one to 
bear a Teſtimony againſt Tythes with jeopardy of Life and 
Eſtate, and allow the other to pay it as a Civil Right? What, 
will God's Spirit be thus inconſiſtent with it (e]f? But if he 
ſay Nay, and fall not in with this man's work 3 yet hence 
he may ſee what it is joyns with him, and_ſhelters it (elf 
under his wing, eventhat which ſhuns the Croſs, and ſeeks 
eaſe in the Fleſh. - 

That which I. R. cites as Edward Borrough's Paper, and 
which T. C. takes upon truſt, as his Viſion, is a Queſtion to © 
ſeveral ; firſt, Whether E. B. ever wrote that, or any (uch --; 
Paper? 2dly. For ſatisfattion it is demanded of F/. R. and 
T. C, to prove that cited by them to be EF. B's. own intire 
Paper, and to acquit themſelves that they have not prevari- 
cated here, as }. R. has done in my Father's Caſe, however 
fair he would ſeem to be, confeſfing, pag- 34. part 5. That 
adventuring to addio another man's words, (and [ may hope I 2} 
ſay, or to diminiſh from them either, eſpecially when. he :; 
avers, he has taken then ———_ 9s.they lay) rendring ther 
as another man's words, "Marermapy dltering the ſence, is ac- 


-connted plain Forgery. 
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upri 
Truth, envailed with covers or pretences. | 
As far his charging.G. F. with adviſing me, I never. had | 
-any advice from him contrary to my own conſcience, nor in 
the leaſt to leſſen Truths Teſtimony : But this I (ay, My ho- 
nourable and dear Husband ſuffered five times Impriſonment 
in the Gaol of Alibxry in the County of Bucky, for the 
- ſpace of ſeven years, being but little at home, but Impriſo- 
| ned many monthsat a time z once three quarters of a year, 
/ another time'a year and a half; inall which Impriſonments, 
© I (through the Lord's great kindneſs tome) never conſul- 
F. ted 39s, or ſecurity in any point,. though ſollicited by 


< 


-myRelations to haye done ſomewhat to preſerve my Eſtate, 
- all my Husband's being gone upon his Father's account : 
- But ſo clearly and fully was I given upto ſuffer the loſs of 
Eſtate and ſpoil of Goods, inhis pure Teftimony to Truth, 
| tas 1 never ſo much as attetnpted any ſecuring it or them; 
an 


.never had, but onci as an inclining in my 
\. mind to put by any thing, though of value, andnot of very 


* - neceſſary uſein the Family ; but at that very time; before 
'. T could lay hand on any thing for that purpoſe, it was ſaid 
”. in.me, Do not provide ; Do n0t contrive;, Leave all _ the 
6. CS 6 | Lord ; 
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; ann oo thing: fall 'And further, | 
when ſufferings for Meeting rifonment, 'gave wa 
to Proceedings by Finei Hearer, and Ma. 
ſters of the Houſes where Meetings were, the Lord gave me 
a clear quiet ſubmitting ta it, though T had in my view the 
ruine and hayock that 40. a week could procureto us, my 
Husband being engaged in at eaſt two meetings a week, and 
having a Teſtimony for Truth by the Gift beſtowed on him 
to miniſter 1n. {Sy \ SEES o 
All this I make mention of, to manifeſt that whilſt my. 
dear Husband ſuffered; purely for Truth's Teſtimony, Ine- 
 verwent aboutin the leaſt way to ſhun or fly the ſuffering. - 
Now whe cauſe of his ſuffering in Reading Gaol was not, in 
the firſt place, upon a neceſſity immediately laid upon him: 
from the Lord for his Teſtimony ; but he was betrayed for 
the ſake of my Eſtate, as was confeſſed 'by the perſon that 
' committed-him, to. a Woman of Condition, that lived near 
Reading ; who being earneſt with hittionmy Husband's be- 
half, and could not allay him, ſaid, What will ye get by premu- 
niring hine?- He hath-#o Eſtate; all being forfeited to the King, 
for his Father's being one of the King's Judges : To which he 
replied,, I know that ; but bis Wife hath a good Joynture. The: . 
Gaoler alſo confeſſed to me,that he had orders a year before 
to ſtop him in the Priſon, when he came thither to viſit the 
| Priſoners, and to give notice of it ; which words he ſaid to- 
me, upon my charging him: with betraying my Husband > 
And I anſwered to it, What, to be thus dealt with, withont an 
Offence ? But he was filent tothat. Nay, his very going to | 
Reading was very accidentaly I being from home, and he 
intending in my abſence to viſit three ſeveral places, but was 
diſappointed. in-themall; upon which,” a Frtend that was 
with him -ſaid,. Go with me to Reading, and viſit Friends in: 
Priſon ; which he did: And when he had viſited thoſe of 
the fore-ſide of the Prifon, he crofled the Gaoler's Yard; _ 


Pq 


% only = ive CONT by 38 I _ 
<4 $5. ” 4 $5 «aa CE F et gn > 


acked a Friend, what that man's name was? who ſimply 
told him, Iſaac Penington. Immediately he goes, or ſends 
to one ( called a Juſtice ,) to acquaint himz who ſends an 


Officer and-a Servantto fetch him before him, and he and 


another (called a Juſtice) tendring him the.Oath, upon his 
refuſal committed him. Icoming towards home, and being 


met with this unpleaſant account, was, I confeſs, greatly 


ſadned, his going being fo accidental, only in an innocent 
freedom, and not upon a conſtraint; I weighing, that this was 
a great ſuffering ro his perſon, which threatned ruin alſo to 
me and my Children.Now chiefly looking upon it,as indeed 
It was, a trepanfor my Eſtate, T had great freedom in the en- 
deayouring the ſecuring of it, and preventing the Devourers 
of their prey : ſo I did in clearnefs ſend to / odor, and had 
the Arrears and Rents, 'that hereafter ſhould be due (for 


the Eſtate it ſelf they could detain no longer than my Huſ- 


band lived ) made over to a Friend of mine, for the uſe of 
me'and my Children. As alſo, I put out of the Houſe ſome 
Phte and other Goods as was mine when I was a Widow, 
and made over toa Kinſwoman of mine before marriape 3 


but what was neceſſary for a Family, was left to a confide-. 


Table value; which things were more immediately my Hulſ- 
band's Goods, who was then in Priſoh. - : 
” And-now | have given this-true Relation, I ſum up all 
thus, That what I have here aſſerted to be done by me, was 
no ſhift, or carnal hiding from ſpoil, in that that was a Teſti- 
mony, but a'elear a&ting to diſappoint the Betrayer of the 


Intiocent,-who was made a Tranigreſſor for to be prey'dup- 


on; and in'ffeedom from the Lord to ſecure him, my ſelf 
and Children fomtheFreachery and evitStratagems of his 
Proſecutor. Idb, 4nGod's fear,. ſay to.eyery one that reads 
or hears theſe lines, That in the'tendereſt, compoſed(i, righ. 
teſtframe of mind, that ever I felt fince, I was never condem.. 
ned 


ſee the Friends on the other fide: The Gaoler ſeeing him, 
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d for it, norſhewed that T erred init, but rather acquit- 
ted; and am ſatisfied in it at preſent, as in- reference to its 
being no hiding from Sufferings. For I do believe, that if 1 
had appeared to ſuffer-for Truth, and at that time had ſe- 
cretly ſecured my Eſtate, it had been a very evil thing, and 
that which T have hitherto been preſerved from; whoin 
the midſt of many infirmities and weakneſles have this to 
boaſt of (in the Lord's mercy and ſtrength ) that I have ſuf- 
fered without guile or covering, by ſecret Contrivances or 
Proviſions for my ſafety: This the all-ſceing God knows, 
and to himI commit my Cauſe, and the Cauſes of thoſe in- 


- nocent Servants of the Lord, afperſed by JF. R. in his Book 


called, The Chyifttan Quaker, 6c. Mary Penington, 
POSTSCRIPT. | 


Ow npon the whole give me leave to make theſe remarks. 

iſt; My Mother was not the perſon nnder proſecution for 

the Worſhip of God. 2d. My Mother did. not go to ſecure her 
Eftate from any proſecution againit her upon that account. 
2dly. From my Father's bare going to vifit Friends in Priſon, 
they who laid iz wait for the F ftate,took, an occaſion to clap hine 
up, thereby to ruin both him, my Mother, and us their Children 
in their Fſtates end Livelyhood,: and not for any Offence al- 
ledged againft. my Father for the. breach of any. Law relating to 
Religions Worſhip. 4thly. The Eſtate thus ſecured, was partly 
Toynture ſettled upon my Mother by a former Hueband, partly 
Land of Inheritance devolved to her from her Parents ;, ſo that 
what was done,was in order to ſave the Right of Fofſe(ſion in 
my Mothers hands, from any illegal ſeizure of her real and 
perſonal F ſtate, which was her ſol: Frop:rty, and notilegally 
ſeicable for my Father's ſuppoſed O ffence y. whichifs no th) pa- 
rallel to any perons making over their own propenShate, for ear 
of; or to ſhun juſſering, for theirawn particalar Teſtimony 77 
meeting to worſhip God. 5thly. Fiis bringing the names of G.F. 
| | 3, 
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